MINUTES
General Meeting 
&

Annual General Meeting

of the

Chatswood West Ward Progress Association

 At the Dougherty Centre, Victor Street Chatswood
7:30 PM, Thursday 16th March 2017
Meeting Commenced at: 7:30 pm
Secretary’s Special Report regarding Jim McCredie. Unfortunately, due to ill health, Jim McCredie has resigned as President. Jim made a major contribution this Association, The Federation of Willoughby Progress Associations and the local community. We will prepare a testimonial to his contribution in due course. The meeting expressed their sorrow at Jim’s health situation and wished him well for the future.
Acting Chairman Charles Gowing opened the meeting and welcomed attendees.
Acknowledgement to country: I wish to acknowledge the traditional custodians of these lands on which we gather and show my respect to their elders past and present.

Declarations of interest? Alan Hall-Watson in relation to Chatswood Gold Club (as previously declared)/
Becoming a member: Membership fees are due on 1st January 2017
PLEASE NOTE: Only paid up members of the Association can votes at Association meetings.
We respectively request that visitors attending our meeting and receiving our West Ward Bytes consider becoming a member of the Association. To join, please see the Treasurer after the meeting or send $10 and your name to 032-090 54-8083 plus send your name, address and email to cwwpa.org@gmail.com 
Present:  15 members and guests as recorded in the attendance book.
Apologies: Jim McCredie. John Hayes, Bob Lawrence, Cheryl Seeto, David Grover, Chee Yin, Tim Hobbs
Any matters for General Business? Nil.
The President then suspended the General meeting and open the 2017 Annual General Meeting.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Those present and apologies previously given were noted.
The Minutes of 2016 AGM were tabled, moved and accepted.
Any matters arising from the Minutes?: Nil.
The 2016 President’s Report to be presented: Due to the President’s ill health we hope to have a President’s report for the next meeting.
The 2016 Finance Report was presented by the Treasurer. Cash at hand was $5,895.34. Income for the year was $1,401.58 with expenditure of $1,249.30 resulting in a year profit of $152.28. There was a substantial growth in membership (to be reported subsequently).  The Treasured moved his report which was seconded and adopted.
At this point the Executive (sans the Secretary) vacated the Chair in favour of the Returning Officer.

All positions where declared vacant and nominations called. The Returning Officer conducted the elections. The following nominations were received and person elected. The Returning Officer announced new Executive

	Position
	Name
	Moved
	Seconded

	
	
	
	

	President
	Kay Freudenstein-Hayes
	T.Fogarty
	Charles Gowing

	Vice-President
	C.Gowing


	T.Fogarty
	C.Campbell

	Vice-President

	By appointment by Committee
	Vacant
	

	Hon. Secretary
	T. Fogarty
	C.Gowing
	C.Campbell

	Hon. Treasurer

	C. Campbell
	T.Fogarty
	Ian Campbell

	The following roles to were filled by the Executive Committee by appointment with the meetings concurrence

	
	
	
	

	Editor
	T. Fogarty

	
	

	Delegates to Federation of Willoughby Progress Association
	T Fogarty
C Gowing

R Lambert


	
	

	Traffic Convenor

	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Advertising Co-ordinator 
	I Campbell
	
	

	\

Distribution Co-ordinator 
	B Lawrence 
	
	


.

The new Executive resume their seats and the President thanks the Returning Officer

Any special resolutions?: Nil.
General Business relating to AGM: It is proposed to update the Constitution in the next few months. A draft will be presented to one meeting then determined at the next meeting after review by members.
The President declared the 2017 AGM closed and moved into the monthly general meeting

The Minutes of the February General Meeting were tabled, moved, seconded and accepted
The Honorary Treasurer noted that cash on hand now stand at $6,810.34. This includes $20.00 of double payments for membership and a $20.00 donation by Kathy Vern-Barnett.
Councillor’s Report: Clr.Saville being in attendance presented the Councillor’s report. She expressed her frustration as to how protracted it has become to receive answers to questions she has raised with the General Manager. These include on the following matters:
· Currey Park trees and light screening

· The establishment of a Community Consultative Committee for the Metro South dive site.

· Ease of use of the online DA register including complexity of search by street address.
· Implications of the recent court decision regarding Crown Lands

· The original reason for dedication of Council owned land leased by Chatswood golf club. Was this for Public Recreation?

Clr Saville also spoke about:

· her successful motion to lobby on behalf of Chatswood Public School

· Her concerns about the effectiveness of Council staff after the deep cuts that had been made.

· The Greater Sydney Commission District Plan including the expansion of the Chatswood CBD north and south along the Pacific Highway between Ashley St and Nelson St. This is also semaphored in Council’s CBD plan.

· The proposal to remove height limits within the CBD

· It was noted the State Environmental Planning Policy on Complying Development has generated concerning building proposals across the city due to deficiencies in how Private Certifiers handle application.

· Clr. Saville had accompanied Council Director of Infrastructure Services, Peter Conroy on an inspection of West Ward shops. One suggestion that emerged was the conversion of the Greville St shops precinct to shop top housing. (Members suggested that providing adequate parking would be essential for such a proposal).
· Submission on Willoughby Draft planning documents are due by 17th March and by 31st March for State proposals.

Clr. Saville has also been involved a Weeds Committee Management Plan, active on the Dougherty Boards and waiting for an answer on land at the Royal North Shore Hospital. The proponents of the redevelopment of the Post Office site held a confidential briefing with Council where a proposal for a dogleg lane to the Interchange was discussed. Members expressed their strong opposition to such a proposal. Clr. Saville also advised that Council Director Peter Conroy had resigned to take up the position of General Manager of Hawkesbury Council.

GOVERNANCE

Federation alternate: We need an alternate to attend the next Federation meeting on Saturday 1st April, 9:30am at the Chatswood Library, Willoughby Room. Our new President to consider.
Federation decision making: It is unclear how Federation will make decisions using email feedback. This is prompted by a recent situation where Richard Lambert and Terry Fogarty provided feedback not supporting a proposed change to the speed ramps at Chatswood Chase. The submission went forward without even noting our objection. Quite often, only a small number of people may respond. Should it be decided democratically based on the responses? Should there need to be a consensus? Should the Executive have the power to submit unilaterally? Should the Executive submission record details of opposition?
This matter was discussed at some length.  It was agreed that a ‘dissenting’ approach might be the most practical. It was further agreed that the Secretary write to the Federation (with a copy of the letter to be attached to these minutes).
Council elections: There was some confusion about the dates and trigger for an election. It is our understanding that Council has been advised that if Council is not amalgamated first there will be elections in September.
CWWPA Boundary. Council has been contacted to revise boundaries map.
Denial of democratic rights: Recently, residents who had registered to speak at Council in relation to Chatswood Public School were denied the right to address the Council. This appears to be another example of the Mayor and General Manager restricting the community’s access to Council
At the 27 February 2017 meeting of Council item 19.3 related to Chatswood Public School. Two members of the P&C had requested to address Council on this matter. When the matter came before Council, the Mayor advised the gallery that Councillors had already agreed to support the motion and hence there was no need for speakers and that they were now free to leave. The Mayor stated that as she was on the Planning Panel there should be no mention of the development at 688-690 Pacific Highway. At no time did the Mayor offer to leave if the matter was discussed. The matter was then passed unanimously.  The gallery had close to 100 members of the Chatswood Public School P&C unfamiliar with Council meeting procedures who in total attended for 15 minutes before being encouraged to leave.

There are a number of disconcerting aspects to this situation.

1. Councillors meeting to discuss a matter before a meeting is known as caucusing. A prominent QC has stated that to caucus before a meeting "affects adversely the impartial, and even the honest, exercise of official function of the council itself with the regard to making of [a] determination", The NSW Local Government emphasizes the need for Council's dealing with matters be open and transparent.

2. Council's Chamber Protocol states that the decision as to whether or not the person will be heard rests with the Council. This means that decision does not rest with the Mayor. On prior Councils over the past 20 years or so the Mayor might indicate to petitioners that they might not need to speak but give them the option to speak if they felt they must. Always, the Mayor when dealing with petitioners would call for a motion from the Councillors before proceeding in line with Councils policy)

3. There are valid reasons why a petitioner may still want to be heard in relation to a matter. They may wish to request an amendment to the motion or in fact they may wish to oppose the motion.  In this case one speaker at least had additional relevant information to convey to Councillors.

4. This appears to be another incident in a longer getting line of closing down public participation with Council processes (having started with the closure of Councils standing committees which were established to facilitate public participation.

MOVED
THAT WILLOUGHBY COUNCIL ACCEDE TO THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION, OPENESS AND TRANSPARENCY BY PROVIDING A PUBLIC APOLOGY TO THE CHATSWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOL PC AND FOR THE MATTER TO BE RECORDED IN ITS NEXT MINUTES.
The above motion was moved seconded and adopted with the Secretary to write to Council, Councillors and the Federation to advise them of the outcome.
(In addition, at this meeting it was reported that over 1,400 person have signed a petition to expand facilities of the school; 500 letters have been sent to the Department of Education. The school is anticipating an additional 300 students in the next there years.).

We will also request that the Federation in making their submission on the proposed Local Government Act, include the request that Briefings of Councilors be treated in the same way as meetings of council i.e. listed on an agenda; if a closed session, reason for confidentiality are recorded, open to the public unless legally can be closed.
Webcasting Council meetings: We have supported the Federations call to webcast Council meetings. This has been because of concerns regarding the performance of a number of Councillors. We have also requested a text transcript of meetings. This would be easier to search than a video. Last Monday night, a rescission motion that would have led to webcasting of Council meetings was defeated.
OPEN SPACE
Currey Park: Clr. Saville undertook to continue to follow up.

Crown Lands: Clr Saville will seek further details as to the possible implications for West Ward open space.
OH Reid: Request to repair broken play equipment has not been undertake. Clr. Saville to follow up.

Chatswood Golf Club: Clr. Saville will check the specific form of the ‘reservation’ (e.g. Public Recreation?) of the Crown land leased from Council.
Mowbray School Oval: Council is proposing to install floodlights on the oval. A number of neighbours are concerned about being ‘flooded by light’. There are also concerns regarding a subsequent call to lay a synthetic surface. A number of residents in Ulm St are naturally concerned. Council’s Open Space Manager (Julie Whitfield) has agreed to address the next P&C Meeting.
Reserve Action Plans: Via the Bushland Committee, Clr. Saville has participated in a review of the Reserve Action Plan for Ferndale Reserve. 
TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT

Metro South: Residents from Orchard Rd are very concerned about likely noise and environmental impacts. They would like to see a noise barrier, noise and environmental monitoring in the vicinity. It was resolved that we ask Clr. Saville to approach Council to progress these requests.
Metro South have advertised that works have commenced in the vicinity of the Dive Site.

Beaconsfield Lights: No change to status. It was agreed that an attempt be made to raise the matter with Stephen Head of the RMS (Stephen was the former Director of Infrastructure Services with Council).
Northern Beaches Tunnel: Pre-announced. Spit Road to start of Warringah Freeway. It appears the tunnel works to join with the Lance Cove Tunnel/M2 will have an impact on residences in Artarmon and Northbridge.
MAJOR LEGISLATION CHANGES

FWPAs met with the Federal member for North Sydney (Brent Timmerman) – Report at next meeting of the outcome.
The FWPAs is also due to meet with the Federal Minister for Infrastructure (Paul Fletcher). Via the Federations we have requested that there be a direct link from the NorthConnex Tunnels to the M2 at the intersection with the M7. In the current plan, vehicles need to leave the tunnels via ramps to Pennant Hills Rd, fight their way through a busy intersection then take a ramp on/off the M2. The rationale for this request is to try and make the M2 a more attractive route option to the north of Sydney than the Pacific Highway.
Major submissions: We have participated with the Federation of Willoughby Progress Associations on submissions on: 

· Greater Sydney Commission and the District North plan: 
· Chatswood CBD Plan: Open for comment
· Housing in Willoughby Plan,

· Local Centres in Willoughby Plan and

Industrial Lands in Willoughby Plan: Although there is a small area of Industrial land near Epping Rd we have not had time to make a submission. 

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Church of Scientology: We have been advised by Council that the church’s application for a change of use hours has been withdrawn.

688-692 Pacific Highway: Awaiting referral to GSC Sydney North Planning Panel.
45 Victor Street (Old Post Office) – As per council papers 13 Feb 17 – Lodged 22 Dec 2016 - Initial Assessment being undertaken, proposal by Mirvac for mixed use building up to RL264.
1-5 Railway Street: Subsequent to the meeting the proposed sale of the two (blue buildings) long-owned by a Super Fund was brought to our attention. This is a site with major significance for any expansion of the Chatswood Transport Interchange. The proposed sale to be brought to the attention of the FWPAs.

GENERAL BUSINESS

Church of Scientology: The church recently letterboxed neighbours seeking to rent rooms for its members. Letter sent to Council seeking clarification of the legality of what is being proposed. Council responded that it appears that the renting of a room may be considered the definition of “Share House Accommodation”
Newsletter. Quotes will be obtained for revamped newsletter. BUPA have contacted us regarding advertising in our newsletter. We think this might be an opportunity to secure revenue from the WestWardBytes.
On-line Development Applications/Planning Proposal Register:   Clr. Saville undertook to look into this matter. 
Chatswood High School: We have not been informed as to the nature of the works at the school although it has been reported that these have to do with access and presentation of the school entrance.

Educational Facilities Strategy: It was agreed to try and develop an educational facilities strategy encompassing Chatswood High School, Chatswood Public School, the UTS proposed High School site and the MetroSouth dive site. Terry Fogarty, Clr. Saville, Andrea Austen and others will try to progress.
SHORELINK: At the end of the meeting the status of Shorelink was raised. Shorelink is the highly valued cooperative library initiative been Willoughby, North Sydney, Manly, Mosman and Lane Cove Councils. At its December meeting, Council determined to:

1. Give notice by February 2017 to leave the Shorelink consortium; 

2. Develop and implement a communication strategy to provide key messages to the community regarding the continuation of their library services following Council’s departure from Shorelink; and 

3. Begin the process of procuring a new library management system that will be ready for implementation at the conclusion of the twelve (12) month notice period to leave Shorelink.

All three West Ward Councillors voted in favour of the motion. Can Clr. Saville please share her rationale for voting to get rid of Shorelink. Clr. Saville shared some reasons on why she voted to disband Shorelink, such as the cost, the fact Council only has one vote but pays over 30% of the costs and that alternate services are available. Members expressed that concern that there had not been any public consultation or that there seemed to be no recognition of the benefits of a multi-Council co-operative, particularly in light of likely amalgamation with many of the member Councils.
Civic Plaza: The hotel at 88 Archer Street has been designed as a tourist hotel to support the operations of The Concourse. It was also planned that this would provide much needed conference break-out rooms.
Correspondence OUT/IN – treated in main agenda.

Next meeting: Thursday 20th April 2017 
Please note that due to the absence from Sydney of the Secretary until the 19th April, the Agenda for the April meeting will be sent out prior to the first of April. In the intervening period, any agenda items can still be sent to the Secretary who attempt to send out an updated agenda before the meeting..
Meeting closed at: 9:20PM.
� No longer required – issues managed via Willoughby Traffic Committee





