Chatswood West Ward Progress Association
AGENDA- Monthly Meeting
Thursday 18th February 2016
7:30 PM Dougherty Centre – 7 Victor Street – Chatswood

Chairman’s welcome:  The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:30 PM and welcomed members and visitors
Attendance:  Over one hundred person (most recorded in the attendance book and pages
Apologies:  Ruth Hardy; Ron Watts, Lyn McCloskey, Basil Laszynski, Mayor Gail Giles-Gidney, John Clayton, Clr. Saville, Margaret McNaught, Lyn Arnold
Declarations of Interest: Nil
Any matters for General Business (if not already in agenda)?  
The Minutes of the December meeting were tabled and acceptedas a true and accurate record of proceedings.
Treasurer’s report:  The Treasurer being absent, there was no report.
Councillor’s Report: Their being no West Ward Councilor in attendance there was no report. However, Clr Stuart Coppock joined the meeting later and participated in discussions.
COUNCIL GOVERNANCE

Mayor and GM delegations: When Council is closed. Clr. Saville to ensure that former protocols of consultation with Ward Councilors is maintained. Outcome?

Cessation of standing committees: Council recently voted to do away with its two standing Committees. All matters will need to go to a full Council meeting. This limits public participation in the decision making process. A proposal to reduce the number of community consultative committees was deferred until after any decision on amalgamation. Advisory Committees are being maintained at least until a decision on amalgamation.
Amalgamations: Public addresses were recently taken by the Delegate. Comments can be submitted prior to the 28th February. Then the Delegate prepares a report for the Boundaries Commission. The Boundaries Commission then reviews the Delegates finding and makes recommendations to the State Government. Clr. Coppock advised that there is the possibility that Willoughby Council may be replaced with an Administrator around June. The meeting reviewed the points made in the Federation of Willoughby Progress Associations draft submission to the Delegate. The results were:
Prefer not to be amalgamated, however, if amalgamated favour:
· Popularly elected Mayor
· 4 wards of three Councillors

· Part-time Councilors (as at present)

· Pre-election local government training of candidates

· Centrally located office (St Leonards)

· Inclusion of the whole of St Leonards within the new LGA

· Name of new Council: Lower North Shore Council

· Maintenance of Progress Associations rather than Precinct Committees

· Continuation of Willoughby Council services and the E-restore Levy

The Federation of Progress Associations has developed a DRAFT submission on the proposed 

The Federation of Progress Associations has a survey available at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VBYWXH7  (link also available on website cwwpa.org)

OPEN SPACE
Currey Park: Some Westpac worksite activities still appear non-compliant and are unnecessarily intrusive. Still many questions unanswered by Council Officers
OH Reid off-leash and sports games:. Ian Campbell will follow up in the New Year
Lowanna Park: Proposed park upgrade including installation of fence separating the playground from dog off-leash area. No objections from the floor.
Wilfred Ave: The Association has been approached by one elderly resident seeking a footpath. She has been advised to consult with her neighbors to seek support.
TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT

SYDNEY METRO: Our President has been in discussion with the proponents who have declined an invitation to address the Association at this stage on the basis that they may not have answers to the questions we posed. We will continue to pursue the community consultation team. In addition to works around around the dive site there is concern about the 33,000-volt power cable (electricity) provisioning between the site and Chatswood. The questions we have posed are:
· Whar are the proposed construction hours?

· For how long will construction continue?

· Where will the access points to the site be?

· What protection is planned for the heritage building on the site (former Mowbray House School)

· How will spoil be removed?

· How will residents amenity be protected

· Will all proposed works at various location proceed in parallel or sequentially?

· Has the RMS agreed to proposed changes to traffic flow on the Pacific Highway (particaly right turn southbound into Mowbray Rd West

· Why does the Nelson St bridge need to be removed

· With removal of the Nelson St Bridge, how will residents proceeding east on Mowbray Rd West join the Pacific Highway

· Where exactly will the new rail bridge over the northbound track be located

· What is the geographic extent of households that will be affected by noise, construction traffic removal, visual intrusion and dust during and after construction

· Once the works are completed, what is the planned use for the worksite?

· What is the proposed route for the 33,000 KVA cable between Chatswood and Artarmon

Beaconsfield Lights: After further lobbying by local residents due to Lane Cove Council not making any decision a proposal for left & right turns only out of Beaconsfield onto Mowbray. The matter was in front of RMS Traffic Committee on the 17th February where the RMS again referred the matter back to Lane Cove Council for their veto or agreement. Local residents are scratching their heads as to a next move.
Chatswood Interchange: What works are planned/underway? Proposal for the need for a display board (probably within the rail forecourt, showing bus destinations and the location of bus stops. This will be doubly needed when trains stop running between Chatswood and Epping.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

654 – 666 Pacific Highway: Some residents were invited to a briefing by letterbox drop. The matter is still on notification for comments closing 25/2/16. It appears the next step will be a DA to Council or JRPP.

688-692 Pacific Highway: Over eighty residents attended the meeting to consider this matter. Needless to say there was a unanimous call for Council to refuse this application. A Petition was available for signing and residents were briefed on a variety of actions they could take.
The main basis for objections raised were:
· Proposal massively over the planning regulations for the site

· Significant loss of amenity for nearby neighbours

· Dangers to primary school children associated with increased traffic to the site 

· Perception of inappropriate handling of the application by Council’s planning officers

The community response to the proposal (due to Willoughby Coincil by 25 February 2016 will include a petition, letters of objection, lobbying of Councilors and a press campaign.

MOTION

This meeting of CWWPA moves that:

· Willoughby Council oppose any high rise tower development adjacent to Chatswood Public School and adjacent to Kenneth Slessor Park and rejects any rezoning of 688-692 Pacific Highway and thus rejects the development proposal for this land now before Council.
· Such a rezoning would completely destroy Council’s long established principle of maintaining the highway as forming the natural boundary between the CBD and the dormitory residential areas to the west.
· We believe the Council Planning Manager’s initial recommendation to Council to support the development “in principle” failed to address clearly stated major concerns as expressed in the commissioned Urban Design Report by Kennedy and Associates:

 “the previous approach of allowing the Pacific Highway to provide a natural demarcation between the CBD and its surrounds was sensible, practical and manageable.” and… (Council must consider) “whether it is an appropriate strategy to permit high rise development of this type on the western side of the Highway and whether it will establish a precedent that will open the doors for other similar developments along the western side of the Highway” 1 and “we think council need to be very careful in their assessment of this development.” It…will have immediately redefined the urban character of Chatswood for the entire extent of the highway between at least Freeman Rd and Railway St, and potentially much further.” …“this is the key urban design question raised by this proposal."
Moved: David Grover
Seconded: John Hayes
Carried unanimously

1 Kennedy and Associates, Architects’ independent report commissioned by Willoughby Council (All documents quoted are publically available via Willoughby Council’s website)
115 place childcare centre t 34 Fullers Rd

It was felt that the centre was too large in inappropriately cited. Concern expressed regarding the impact of traffic enetering and leaving the site on the recently reformed lane treatments on Fullers Rd.
GENERAL BUSINESS

Voting at Council meetings: No response to communication to Council..

126 Greville St: We have been in contact with the Church of Scientology. They advise that the work on the bus drop off bays in Millwood Avenue have been delayed by negotiations with the RMS. However, work on the pedestrian bridge between the bays and the building will commence shortly. The fit-out of the building is expected to be complete by September. However, operations will not commence until the bus drop-off is operational. They are happy to address a meeting if required.

Membership Drive: The Treasurer to mail out to un-financial members.
Distribution of initial (English-only) flyers to high rise apartments. John Hayes will get printed a leaflet containing reference to amalgamations printed and hand-delivered in the Greville St/Beaconsfield rd area. Some flyers distributed.
WW Newsletter: Work has started on Newsletter with a planned mid-April delivery.  Bob Lawrence will soon need people to confirm availability to deliver newletters.

Digital Advertising Signs: Council appears to have made an appropriate submission.

Correspondence OUT/IN – treated in main agenda.

Meeting closed at:  9:30 PM
The next meeting: Thursday 17th March 2016  

