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At the Opening of the Dougherty Community Centre in March 1983, the winning entries in the Local History Competition for Senior Citizens were announced.

The stories in the competition were then edited by well-known historical author and local resident, Mrs. Valmai Phillips, who generously donated her time and effort.

The appropriate title of this booklet, "The Good Old Days", reflects the happiness and pride that people expressed in recalling how they grew up in the Willoughby Municipality. Willoughby was then and still is, a good place in which to live, not only because of our places of historical importance, our terrain, our waterways, our shopping and commercial centres, but also because of the nature and structure of the people making up our community. We are a people with a high regard for progress, and at the same time, are concerned to care for our aged. We are supported by dedicated volunteer help which ensures that our community services meet their needs.

The foresight of these past generations is obvious in the planning and growth of our Municipality. It is interesting now to learn of those times and how Willoughby and Chatswood has changed from a pioneering village to a thriving metropolis.

Aid. Noel A. Neidy, MAYOR OF WILLOUGHBY, 1983.
