5.2 ARCHER STREET AND VICTORIA AVENUE, CHATSWOOD - PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

ATTACHMENTS: 1. POTENTIAL ROAD SAFETY IMPROVEMENT INITIATIVES
WARD: MIDDLE HARBOUR WARD

AUTHORS: GORDON FARRELLY, TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT TEAM
LEADER

CITY STRATEGY LINK: 4.2.2 BALANCE TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

MEETING DATE: 16 AUGUST 2017

BACKGROUND:

On 13 July 2017 a crash occurred between a vehicle and a pedestrian at the intersection of Archer
Street and Victoria Avenue, Chatswood. The crash occurred during daylight hours. The pedestrian
was killed as a result of the crash.

A meeting between Willoughby City Council and NSW Police occurred on Monday 31 July 2017
with the following aims:

e To discuss the recent incident that led to the fatality at the intersection of Victoria Avenue and
Archer Street, Chatswood

e To discuss potential areas and safety improvement initiatives that Willoughby Council could
investigate and, if funding permits, implement.

Council’s Road Safety Officer conducts regular “Stepping On” workshops for the elderly community
(in conjunction with Roads and Maritime Services and Occupational Therapists). These workshops
target the elderly population (in particular the age group of the individual) and discuss pedestrian
safety when out walking. These workshops discuss pedestrian islands, refuges, pedestrian
fencing, shared paths, signalised intersections, countdown timers and explanations of what they
mean and how to use them appropriately. It also discusses unsafe areas to cross and things to
avoid (such as crossing by a bend or on a hill). It is also stressed in these workshops to wear
visible clothing and highlighted yellow pedestrian bags are handed out to support this. Suggestions
also include walking with someone or in a group and if the pedestrian does not feel safe to cross to
wait until they do and not to rush.

Council and NSW Police already undertake behavioural campaigns and enforcement of traffic and
pedestrian behaviour at intersections to promote safe use.

The location of Archer Street and Victoria Avenue, Chatswood is provided below.



Figure 1: Locallty Plan T

DISCUSSION:

It was noted that NSW Police and Roads and Maritime Services are undertaking investigations into
the incident.

Council notes that the crash could have been caused by a number of factors such as error of
judgement by the pedestrian stepping out without enough time, the driver not scanning for people
on the road, possible vision blocked if there were any vehicles in the second lane which obscured
the drivers vision and the pedestrian did not have a fast enough pace to walk across the signalised
crossing. Council undertook a review of the on-site provision and operation of traffic control
signals, infrastructure and facilities as well as the use by pedestrians and drivers.

A number of intervention areas and potential initiatives were identified by Council and NSW Police
that could be potential safety improvements at the intersection of Archer Street and Victoria
Avenue, Chatswood. The measures are provided in ATTACHMENT A.

Council requests the traffic committee to review the information and provide comments and
suggestions to inform the development of potential road safety improvement initiatives for Council
for consideration and implementation subject to funding approval, or to be referred to NSW Police
and Roads and Maritime Services for their consideration.

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION:
There has been no community consultation.
TRAFFIC COMMITTEE ENGAGEMENT:

The Traffic Committee members note the potential road safety improvement initiatives by
Willoughby City Council and NSW Police and provide comments and suggestions to inform the
development of potential road safety improvement initiatives for Council, or to be referred to NSW
Police and Roads and Maritime Services, for consideration.



OFFICER RECOMMENDATION:

That the information is received and advice from the traffic committee be noted.



ATTACHMENT A: Potential road safety improvement initiatives for the intersection of Archer Street
and Victoria Avenue, Chatswood
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